Qtest CIMS1000 is a new approach to measurement of CI or the Characteristic Im-
pedance on printed circuit board and cables. It uses the basic components of L and
C in the calculation of CI measured on a pcb or cable. Zo=Sqrt( L/C) is the basic for-
mula in the calculation of impedance.

The pcb manufacturing industry is a large user of the CIMS. It provides the users
with a simple and very robust measurement equipment. It is very reliable and easy
to use. This is good for low level operator user environment.

CIMS test results correlate very well with results measured using standard imped-
ance measurement system for frequencies from 1Mhz to 170Mhz. This has been
correlated with test results obtained from a standard impedance measurement sys-
tem from a test laboratory in Singapore. This gives a level of confidence to using
simple method to measure Control impedance on PCB traces.

Understanding the L and C on the pcb trace helps the engineer to design better pcb
that enable high frequencies and wider bandwidth and at the same time meets the
characteristic impedance requirement to reduce ____
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The CIMS measurement approached offers a
very low cost and simple way to quickly meas-
ure the control impedance of PCB trace. There
is no danger and damage to the equipment
from ESD as compared to those using TDR.

Control Impedance on pcb are normally measured on special pcb “coupon”. The length of these pcb
trace is normally 15.5cm long ( used normally for TDR type measurement). However with the CIMS,
the length of these test trace can be shorter and this useful for the latest generation of pcbs.

However the accuracy of the shorter pcb trace are reduced accordingly as a percentage of the length
since L and C are directly proportional to it.







